[Treatment of severe encephalopathy after porta-systemic anastomosis by suppression of the shunt].
Encephalopathy is the most common complication after total portal by-pass operation. 5-15% of patients have severe and intractable encephalopathy. Many medical and surgical procedures were proposed to prevent and treat this complication but none of these were effective. Two cases of patients with severe encephalopathy after side to side portal by-pass are presented. They were treated with the procedure proposed by Bismuth; it consists of a gradual suppression of the anastomosis associated with esophagogastric devascularization. In the first case we obtained the regression of encephalopathy while the second patient died portal thrombosis (probably due to this procedure) two months after surgery. Validity and efficacy of this procedure must be evaluated with a higher number of patients. This surgical technique should lead to choose the type of portal by-pass: side to side portal by-pass operation allows according to Bismuth's procedure to reestablish an hepatopetal flow.